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In December alone, NJDOT 
marked the completion or near 
completion of three major projects. 
They include the Route 36 Highlands 
Bridge Replacement in Sea Bright 


and Highlands, Monmouth County; 
Route 1 over the Millstone River 
Bridge Replacement in West Windsor, 
Mercer County and Plainsboro, 
Middlesex County; and the I-78 ramp 
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to Garden State Parkway in Hillside 
and Union Townships, Union County 
and Irvington Township, Essex County. 

The three projects total nearly 
$302 million. 


New ramp linking I-78 and the Garden State Parkway opens 


New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) 
recently announced the completion and opening of the 
new ramp directly linking the Garden State Parkway (GSP) 
southbound with I-78 eastbound. 

“This project provides immense improvements to 
motorists in this area of New Jersey by creating a simple 
and efficient connection between two major roadways,” 
said NJDOT Commissioner James S. Simpson. “An 
estimated 6,500 motorists a day will benefit from the 
improved access that this new ramp will provide, meaning 
less time spent in their cars and less congestion on local 
roadways.” 

For the first time, the new flyover ramp allows GSP 
southbound motorists to directly access destinations to 
the east along New Jersey’s I-78 corridor, such as Newark 
Liberty International Airport. Until now, motorists have 
been forced to exit onto I-78 westbound and use local 
exits as U-turns to double back onto I-78 eastbound — a 
maneuver that has resulted in significant delays and traffic 
congestion during busy travel times. 

Completed on budget and almost nine months ahead 
of schedule, the new ramp is the second major milestone 
to be reached in the ongoing, $149 million project to 
improve traffic flow around the interchange of the two 
superhighways located in Hillside and Union Townships, 
Union County and Irvington Township, Essex County. 


NJDOT also reopened all I-78 westbound local lanes, 
as well as the crossover ramp from I-78 westbound local 
to express lanes near milepost 53. 

NJDOT awarded the project contract in April 2008, 
with Gannett Fleming Engineers serving as designer and 
Union Paving and Construction Co. as the builder. The 
first project milestone was reached in September, 2009 
when the flyover ramp connecting GSP northbound to 
I-78 westbound was completed. 

Pavement reconstruction continues on I-78 in both 
directions near the Parkway interchange, a section of 
roadway that takes a beating from heavy truck traffic to 
and from nearby major ports. NJDOT is also extending 
and upgrading the acceleration and deceleration lanes, 
improving the capacity of ramps connecting motorists 
to the Parkway from I-78, and installing an Intelligent 
Transportation System for travel alerts. 

All construction operations are expected to be 
completed in fall 2011. 

Project team: 

Felix Ulloa, Resident Engineer 

Eric Neu, Field Manager 

Chris Manz, Project Manager 

Dashrath Shah, Project Coordinator 

Atul Shah, Program Manager 
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Route 36 Highlands Bridge 
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NJDOT opens the new Route 36 Highlands Bridge 


On Friday, December 10, 
motorists began using the newly 
opened northbound side of the Route 
36 Highlands Bridge. 

The new fixed bridge, completed 
on time, replaces an obsolete 
moveable span over the Shrewsbury 
River, linking Sea Bright and 
Highlands in Monmouth County. 

“This bridge provides improved 
access to an immensely popular shore 
recreational area and will reduce 
traffic congestion and delays to the 
benefit of local residents and shore 
visitors,” Simpson said. “The final 
product reflects that NJDOT listened 
to and responded to local concerns 
and suggestions.” 

Two traffic lanes in each direction 
are now opened to motor vehicles. 
All traffic had been sharing the two 
previously completed southbound 
lanes. 

NJDOT began construction on 
the $134 million project in February 
2008. The previous bridge, which was 
built in 1932, had reached the end of 
its useful life and had been rated the 
worst movable bridge in New Jersey. 
The new bridge, which is part of the 
emergency evacuation route for Sea 
Bright Borough and the Gateway 


National Recreational Area, has been 
designed to serve motorists for 100 
years. 

The new fixed-span bridge 
provides a 65-foot vertical clearance 
over the Shrewsbury River channel 
and carries two twelve-foot-wide 
lanes of traffic in each direction, with 
a median barrier. The new bridge 
also features two eight-foot-wide 
pedestrian sidewalks and two eight- 
foot-wide bicycle lanes. The fixed- 
span bridge will eliminate the conflict 
between highway and marine traffic 
and the delays caused by bridge 
openings. 

Included in the project were two 
new pedestrian bridges over Route 36 
in Sea Bright to provide safe crossings 
from the bridge over Ocean Avenue 
and Hartshorne Drive. The south 
pedestrian bridge links the sidewalk 
on the south side of the mainline 
bridge to the existing multi-use trail 
along the seawall in Sea Bright. The 
north pedestrian bridge links the 
sidewalk on the north side to the new 
extension of the multi-use trail in 
Gateway National Recreation Area. 

Further construction activities 
will continue on the project, without 
major impacts to traffic. NJDOT 


is installing additional signage and 
lighting throughout the project and 
new railing on the bridge parapets. 
Final paving operations will also be 
completed in Sea Bright. 
Project Team: 
David Wallis, Resident Engineer 
Greg Maryak, Field Manager 
Pankesh Patel, Project Manager 
Sharad Rana, Project Coordinator 
Dave Lambert, Program Manager 
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Transporter 


Governor 
Chris Christie 


Lt. Governor 
Kim Guadagno 


Commissioner 
James S. Simpson 


The Transporter is published for the employees 
and retirees of the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation. 
It is written and designed by the 
Communications Office, 
Main Office Building, 
PO Box 600, 
Trenton, NJ 08625. 


For story ideas, e-mail 
Frances McCrory, frances.mccrory@dot.state.nj.us 
or Fax 609.530.5469 
Glenn Catana, Graphic Artist; 
Tim Greeley 
and Support Staff. 
Address changes: 609.530.2127 


Continued from page 2 


Route 1 Bridge over the Millstone River completed 


NJDOT has completed the Route 


1 Bridge over the Millstone River in 
West Windsor, Mercer County and 
Plainsboro, Middlesex County. 

“We are proud to deliver this 
vital bridge replacement project 
along a heavily traveled stretch of 
Route 1 on budget and on schedule. 
said Bob Holland, Field Manager. 

NJDOT has replaced the old, 
structurally deficient Route 1 Bridge 
over the Millstone River with a 
new concrete bridge that features 
wider shoulders and two sidewalks. 
New guide rail and end treatments 
have been installed. NJDOT has 
also raised the profile of Route 1 by 
approximately eight inches in order 
to conform to the new, wider bridge 
structure. 

The use of pre-cast concrete 
bridge components enabled NJDOT 
to complete the project without 
major impacts to traffic. NJDOT 
maintained at least one lane of 
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On Monday, November 29, NJDOT maintenance 
personnel began a pilot program that uses prescribed 


Route 1 Bridge over the Millstone River, West Windsor 


Route 1 in each direction during 

all stages of construction with the 

majority of work requiring lane 

closures being done overnight 

or during off-peak hours. 

Approximately 100,000 vehicles 

travel over this bridge per day. 
NJDOT’s contractor, Anselmi & 

DeCicco Inc., began construction on 


the $18.8 million project in July 2009. 


All construction work is scheduled 
for completion by the end of this year. 
Intelligent Transportation Systems 
(ITS) will be installed in the Spring. 
Project Team: 

Kieran Dougherty, Resident Engineer 
Bob Holland, Field Manager 

John Campi, Project Manager 

Adi Aleti, Project Coordinator 

Mark Rollo, Program Manager 


of Environmental Protection Forest Fire Service 
(NJDEPFFS), worked together to get the necessary 


or controlled burns as a means to remove overgrown 
vegetation from retention and detention basins. The first 
locations included seven basins along Route 70 in Brick, 
Toms River and Lakewood in Ocean County. 

“The prescribed burns save significant manpower 
for NJDOT,” said Mike Moran, Central Region 
Maintenance. “A typical weed-choked basin would 
normally take a crew almost a week to clear. The 
‘ prescribed burns accomplish the task in minutes.” 
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permits and approvals. The Forest Fire Service was also 
on hand with fire equipment to insure safety during the 
burns. 
NJDOT will be exploring the option of using the 
program on a statewide basis as a cost-saving measure. 
“This program is a win-win. Not only does it save 
NJDOT but it also protects the area from forest fires, 
allows the basins to operate properly and creates an 
opportunity for new grasses and plants to replace any — ~~ 
invasive growth,” Moran said. eB 


NJDOT celebrates Annual American Indian Cultural Month 


On November 19, Melanie L. 
Armstrong, Esq., Director, Division of 
Civil Rights and Affirmative Action 
kicked off the 4* Annual American 


Indian Cultural Celebration in 
Ewing’s Multi-purpose room. This 


Phillip Boone and Mark Gould 


year’s theme was “Tribal Recognition 
— It’s Not About Casinos”. 

Candie Brown, Assistant 
Commissioner, Administration spoke 
on behalf of the Commissioner. 
Phillip Boone, Right of Way and 
Access Management, then introduced 
the celebration’s keynote speaker, 
Chief Mark “Quiet Hawk” Gould 
of the Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape 
Indian Tribe, which claims over 3,000 
members. 

“Although we were declared 
a New Jersey tribe through State 
resolution in 1982, we are actively 
working towards becoming a 
federally recognized people,”said 
Gould. “Our people are artisans 
who participate in strengthening and 
enhancing the community. We want 
to be recognized by our country as 
such.” 

The American Indian Committee 
is represented by Phillip Boone, 


LeRoy Gould, David Mudge, 
Bernard Michaeli, Connie Kimmel 
and Robin Sterns. 

The Committee also held a 
basket and painting fundraiser. 
Donations for the raffle included 
a picture of Teepees painted by 
Connie Kimmel. A Chocolate 
Basket donated by David Mudge 
and an American Indian Basket 
donated by Phillip Boone. The 
winners this year were: Todd 
Kropilak — Painting, Jerome 
Florence — Chocolate Basket and 
Diane Shumaker — American Indian 
Basket. 

American Indian cultural / 
artistic artifacts were displayed at 
the Ewing headquarters during 
American Indian Heritage Month. 
Special Thanks to LeRoy Gould and 
his son, Marcus, for the map of New 
Jersey with an American Indian 
painted on it. 


NJDOT bids fond farewells to retirees 


Over the last month, the offices at NJDOT have been bustling with retirement 
parties and sendoffs. From January 1, 2010 to December 2010, 150 NJDOT employees 
have moved onto retirement. Several notable retirees include Assistant Commissioner 


Robert Miller, Pat Ott, Doug Bartlett, Brian Stritzki, Alex Brown, Bernie and Mike 
Shaw, Ann Fratticcioli, Marsha Mileski, Brent Lawrence, Ellen Kosar, Linda Bersch, 
Tom Harcar and many more. Special accolades go out to Harold Yaede for 43 years at the 
Department. We wish all of our retirees well. 


Obituaries 


Retiree John J. “Jack” Stanley Jr. passed away on 
November 10, 2010. He retired after 38 years with the 
Department as an architectural draftsman for the Bridge 
Division. He was also active in the NJDOT Bowling 
Team League. He is survived by his wife, Dorothy; 
his son, John J. Stanley III; his daughter Anne, his four 
grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews. 

Former employee Louis Edward “Lou” Vagott 
passed away on November 14, 2010. He most recently 
worked in the Printing Office. He is survived by his 
sibling, brothers Steve, John, James and Charles; and his 
sisters Julia, Goldie and Mary and their families, along 
with his close friend, Gail. 


Retiree Antonio “Pooch” Colangelo passed 
away on November 18, 2010. He retired as a 
Foreman for the Soils Division. He is survived 
by his wife, Doris; his daughters, Leslie, Marilyn, 
Armida, Christine and Maria; his sons, James 
and Anthony and their families including seven 
granddaughters, five grandsons, four great 
grandsons and many nieces and nephews. 

Retiree Floyd C. Dunphey passed away 
on November 24, 2010. He was an Engineering 
photographer in the Department for over 30 years 
before retiring. He is survived by several nieces 
and nephews. 


NJDOT Celebrates the Holiday Season 


Dana Hecht and her daughter Rachel Anna Vereen and Ericha Sinkfield 
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re / Left to right: Aisha Jackson, Audrey 
John “Santa” Zoltanski Bryson, Linda Barber and Beverly Queen 


Left to right: Vandna Patel, Charumathi Jegan, Arpita 
Upadhyay, Pavankumar Sheth, Aarti Gupta, Tarlika 
Paul Laurita Trivedi, Jeevanjot Singh Ahmad Qureshi 


First row, left to right: 

Paul Hartle, Eddy Exantus, John 
Ruffino, Maged “Gabe” Gabriel, 
Mary Horne, Jim Hogan, Dennis 
Motiani, and Jim Hadden 
Second row, left to right: Mike 
Pilsbury, Tibi Tajts (behind 
Mike), Deputy Commissioner 
Mrozek, Dave Macinnes, Jasen 
Morgenroth (in the back), Jash 
Patel, Rilesh Shah, Jerry Houck, 
and Commissioner Simpson 


